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Ah, the delicate art of marrying into money—something it has taken women centuries to master. But as more and more women hit the big time, more men are assuming that very same second-banana status. Just ask the cameraman who married Julia Roberts, the physical therapist who wed Danica Patrick, or the car salesman who is to become Mr. Andie MacDowell. The trick is not to develop a kept-man mentality. After all, you’re entering into a collaborative partnership, not signing up to be her servant. “The role you play in your marriage is largely shaped by the attitude you bring to it,” says Scott Haltzman, MD, psychiatrist and author of The Secrets of Happily Married Men. “Being a good provider has little to do with financial resources. It’s about figuring out what your wife values in you—patience, honesty, humor—and delivering those qualities consistently.” Your wife may be the breadwinner, but you can still wear the pants. Be the best father you can be, earn that promotion, and take that annual buddy trip.

All that said, it’s important to establish a degree of financial independence—not only for your own peace of mind, but also to protect yourself in the event of a divorce, as you’ll likely bear some fiscal responsibility for your kids no matter how wealthy your wife is. “Open a money-market account for short-term liquidity and a mutual fund for long-term independence,” says Lisa Kirchenbauer, president of Kirchenbauer Financial Management & Consulting, in Arlington, Virginia. “Also, contribute the same monthly percentage as your wife to your joint account, and set a maximum amount under which withdrawals don’t require joint approval.” Doing so will minimize micromanaging on both your parts. Divvy up expenses as well. She covers the bills. You handle vacations. It might not be entirely equal, but you’ll establish your own financial realm. Finally, “sit down with your wife once every quarter to review your financial situation and strategy,” says Kirchenbauer. “In so doing, you’ll blur the line between ‘my’ money and ‘your’ money so that it becomes ‘our’ money.”
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